
MAUDE ADAMS WILL BECOME A NUN, BROADWAY RUMOR INSISTS,
FOLLOWING HER GIFT OF LONG ISLAND ESTATE TO SISTERHOOD
CHARMING ACTRESS
WHO DONATED HOME
LIVES IN RETIREMENT

Friends Declare Her Silence About the Future
Is Indicative of ler Intention of Joining the
Sisterhood to Whom She Gave ler $130,000
Lone Island Estate.Precedent for Such a

Step. ,

By ELIZABETH SHIELDS

It there troth In the report.
«UU perelating along the Rialto,
that Maud* Adams will become

. hunt
Despite vartoue denials that the

groat American actress has adopted
tile Catholic faith, it la being said

tt the afteetio little Keeper of
ine*« who has brought happi¬

ness »» thousands by her wprk on

the stags, now plans to bring those
earns thousands peace through of¬
fering expiation for their sins
withla cloister and cell of the
Sternal silenoe.
Perhape it Is significant that

there has been neither denial nor

.OlrnatlM from Miss Adams her'
MM.
WILL PHOCEED QUIETLY.

If ahe is to reeign the ahlnlng
position ahe now graoes With
tWtotly potent personality to be¬
come an Indistinguishable entity in
a Une of little, veiled figure*, ahe
ftotaabty Win proceed as Quietly
as she went about giving her
1119,009 Long Island estate to the
Sisterhood df the Cenacle of St.
Regie.
That gift was managed ed unos¬

tentatiously that not even those
.loeely associated with stageland's
Peter, Pan, among them the Froh-
man agency, so much as suspected
that she contemplated separating
herself from "Bandy Girth" until
announcement was made through
the newspapers.
A leading member of the the¬

atrical profession had this to say
concerning the rumored retirement
bl Miss Adams.

fit Is being eaid that she was
vdLivet into the Cathollo Church
IT 1101, at the time she tempo-
4klly left the etage because of
ilfetesa. She traveled through
Europe and Egypt and then went
ta France, where ehe entered the
Convent of the Cenacle, to remain
for some time.
SATISFIED WITH THE LIFE.
Stage people are saying that

Mies Adams has resided In the
New Tork convent during nearly
all visits paid to this city within
the last three years. They believe
such circumstances Indicate more
than casual satisfaction with ser¬

enity of the life.
"Furthermore, Miss Adams Is

generally regarded m half actraaa
and half rallgituae. Aaoetlclam la
the keynote of her Ufa. Of oouraa,
her cholca of a lonely way la due
partly to har frallneaa. Still we

bellava aha prefer* spiritual iaola-
tlon to the uaual manner of axiat-
ence."
Another member of the profaa-

alon pointed out that If ttila femi¬
nine apex of tha famoua atagc
triangle which Included Jamea M.
Barrie and Charlaa Frohman
should take the veil har renuncia¬
tion would not be without prece¬
dent among actreaaea.

STORY OF TWO DECADES AGO.
Gathering aheen of romance

through twenty yaara there atlll la
told tha atory which atertled the
theatergoing public two decade*
ago of Grace Haven.

Called the moat beautiful woman
on tha American atage, young, tal¬
ented, and at tha beginning of bril¬
liant aucceaa, she left it all for the
loneliness and rigid simplicity of
the Convent of the Oood Shepherd
at Carthage, near Cincinnati.
When Miss Raven waa graduated

from the convent at tha age of
alxteen, she said:

"I am going on tha atage. My
mother and father are poor. They
are growing old, and I muat pro¬
vide for them while they lire.
When I hare done that I will ask
the good alsters to number me

among them."
For six years she successfully

played leading parts in "Monte
Crlato," and other productlona In
whtch Jamaa O'Neill waa the atar.
During her long period of playing
In thla country and abroad, every
morning aaw her in attendance at
maee.
BADS WORLD FAREWELL.
After her paranta died ahe aaid

farewell to the world:
"I came from the oonvent to

serve my father and mother. Now
1 will return to the oonvent to
serve my Ood."
The houae of Our Lady of the

Cenacle rlaea high above the Hud¬
son where the lordly river broad¬
ens far uptown. It la founded upon
memory of the "Upper Chamber"
where Christ atar the last aupper
with the Apostles, and Whara the
bread and Wine were spoken of na
the aacred body and blood.
Mere it was that the Bplrit of

MAUDE ADAMS recently bestowed this $130,000 home at Lake Ronconkoma, Long
Island, on the Gentle SI 1 -*rs of Our Lady of Cenacle. It is now rumored on

Broadway tha^she Is to enter tho sisters' convent. Miss Adams Is shown below.

the Holy Ohost descended upon the
disciples in the toniruee of fire and
sent them forth to spread the new
Christian doctrine.

St. Regis, a Jesuit missionary,
was made patron saint of the
order, which 1s bound to provide a

place of seclusion for rellgloua de¬
votion and rest and for the unhap¬
py who find It necessary to with¬
draw tor a time from the hurry
and distractions of the world.
CHARM OF THE SISTERHOOD.
The sisterhood Is composed most¬

ly of Frehch women and, like the
"Blue Nuns" ot the Order of St.
Marie Reparatrlce, they possess
the culture and refinement usual¬
ly associated with women of the
social world. As part of their
work Is teaching, they are remark¬
ably well educated. Their charm
never Is so apparent as when a
group of five or six flutter Into
the chapel, like silent doves, to
make a low genuflection before
the altar, holding their veils
outspread at either aide.

These, then, ur* the gentle be¬
ings w.th whom would be asso¬
ciated the elusive figure of (he
stage if she were to forsake her
already none too mundane In¬
terests to become the bride of
heaven.
ELEVEN NOVICES NOW.
Even as she entered the con¬

vent upon the first occasion, she
might enter for her last, long re¬
treat at Hhe beginning of May,
month held sacred to Mary, bright
spirit of humility in women.
There first would be a novitiate,

a probationary period of the white
veil. There now are eleven nov
Ices In the Convent of the Cenacle.
Eventually wolild come a day

when renunciation must be com¬
plete. While voices chanted ths

(Copyrlfht by Chart** Frohmaa.)
stately meaaurea of eolemn hl*h
maw*, the one-time portrayer of
lAdy Babble and of the poor little
eaat aide of London Cinderella

would »m> led to the altar rail and
the black veil awaiting her there.
Vow* of poverty, rhaatlty, obedi¬

ence and the voice of the priest:

"Thla act which now la perform¬
ed before Ood'a altar la equal In
merit to two baptlama and to
martyrdom!"

Finally the awful moment of the
elevation and the air filled, aeem-
Ingly, With the ruahlng Of angela'
wlnga: Afterward the black veil
deecending upon the bowed head
of her who had made the great
¦urronderf

la the little myaterloue woman
who peraonally. rather than
through.the creature of her imagl-
nation, atanda for perpetual youth,
aprlng, aunahlne. and Joy and
children old and youaS. planning
thla terrific geature?
SECLUDED IN HER HOME.
At her home In Schenectady ahe

rematna eeduded. wrapped by the
ellenoo.almoet the aecreey.which
haa abut her away almoet (Pom
the ahe came to New "York

mere than thirty yeare ago. a

.oared-eyed, poorly^reaaed girt
and managed to find a place with
Sothem'a company.

It la the earn* alienee which al¬

moet waa broken on a nlghtln
May lHfc when word waa brought

"to her in the theater at Kaneaa

dty, where ahe waa playing ^"Quality Street" that her benefactor
and old friend. Charlee Frohman
had perlahed with the alnklng of
the Lualtanla. ;>
"Surely aha wUl ¦P"" BoW-

aald the world.
But the alienee, undlaturbed. at

flmt cauied many to wond®*
the artlat ap vera* In almulatln,
human mood, had no emotions
of hei- own. boter. when It waa

told how ahe went through that

night'* performance with tearGained ayee. and with vote,
tlnually breaking. there

up a new admiration for her thor¬
oughbred aplrtt.
SHE SETTLED QUESTION.

It waa upon thla oecaalon that

,he eettled the much dlacuaeed

queatlotl of her marriage to Mr

rrohman by allowing her man-

airer to deny that auch ever had

'"wee Adama la probably the

on1y actreaa within all the hlatory
of the atage who never haa be»n
Interviewed by a member of the
ureea. Nor haa ahe ever reaorted
to any action wMch might bring
her name before the public, how
rTer Indirectly. In a manner not

connected with her work.
Apparently the only excuralon

outalde of her aeclualon waa upon
the occasion, four yeara ago. when
ahe broke a eecond lifelong rule,
that of playing on Sunday, to give
a performance of "A Ktaa for Cln
d-iella" for the aoldlera at Camp
Uewla, outaide Seattle.

It la aald that rrohman hlmaelf
waa reaponalble for her lnaceeal
blllty. At the time ahe began
laying the foundatlona of her auc-

ceaa here, aoon after her arrival
from the Pacific Coast where ahe
played In etock With her mother.
Annie Adama Eiakadden.ahe felt

PETER PAN OF STAGE
MAKES CONVENT HOME

WHILE VISITING CITY
Miss Adams Always Is a Welcome Visitor at
New York House of Sisterhood q( Cenaclc of
St. Regis, Where She Resides When in Man¬
hattan.Actor Declares She Was Received
Into Chnrch in 1901.

normal interest In th* public and
publicity. »

But Mr. Frohman. It la said, In¬
flated that the public would find
the Maude Adama If It were per¬
mitted no kiMNrlaic* of the Maud*
Adama of raal lite. Illusion, he
argued, would be preserved by
alienee and myatary.

Aorordlngly Miaa Adama no

longer made apeechea in reaponae
to curtain calla; ahe developed the
attitude, at leaat, of almoat mor¬

bid fear of being quoted; ah* nerer
waa aeen about; ahe aequeaterod
heraelf In a myaterloua town
houae Eaat forty-firat atreet and
eatabliahed aummer realdencea at
Onteora, N. T., and at Lak* Ron-

conkoma, the. Lon* island sstats
just donated to the Csnacls.

It ' s In 1918, wbll« playing In
Atlanta, Ga., that aha left the
stage after a severe attack of In¬
fluenza. The excessive mental de¬
pression which often follows this
malady Is well known. It is quits
possible that this may have driven
ths gentle, sensitive woman into a

convent of the order of nuns with
whom she found repose many
ysars before under somewhat ste¬
llar circumstances.
Perhaps that repose msans mors

to her now than worldly triumph.
Surely with the sisters of the Con¬
sole she would be able to enjoy the
silences and the obliteration of
Maude Adams, the person, which
she has seemed to deslrs.

New French Law Permits
Exporting of Works of Art

PARIS. Fab. 4.
OP" interest to American collec¬

tors and dealers is the new

French law on the exporta¬
tion of works of art which re¬

places the 1120 law, much criti¬
cised, forbidding such exportation.
As a result of the 1920 law art

auctions In Paris became deserted
by American dealers, many of
whom moved their offices to Brus¬
sels and Londoh, and Paris lost Its
reputation as center of the art-
auction world, held since the
Second Empire. The new law Is
calculated to remedy this state of
affairs.

In substance the new legislatipn
Is as follows:

Article SO. The law of August
SI, 1920, forbidding the exporta¬
tion abroad of objects of art Is
hereby abrogated.

Article SI. Bxcluded from the
exoheratlon provided in Article 72
of the law of June 25, 1920, and
subject therefore to the tax of 10
per cent edlcted by Articles 69 and
63 of that law, affairs applying to
the sates by antiquaries on their
own acaount of curiosities, an

tlquttias, old books, furniture and
objects of collection, also sales of
paintings, pastels, designs, original
sculpture, engravings and old
stamps.

Will continue to benefit from ex¬
oneration: collections of natural

history, painting*, aquarsllee. As¬
signs, pastels, original sculpture
and engravings by trtliU living or
dead leaa than twenty ysara.

Article IT. In case of public wl«
of Curloeities, antiquities. paint¬
ing*; etc.. l par cast on the
value will be levied to tba profit it
the fund for historical monument!.

Article U. Tba Slate mar eaer-
oiee pre-emption on all art sales.
The law, therefore, re-eetab

lishee the liberty of exportation of
objects of art and suppresses the
16. 20 and per cent taxes under
the old law.
On the other hand, the tax of 10

per cent on buelneee transactlatin
which hitherto wae not applied to
art sales now Is applied to them.
Thus painting*. sculpture, en¬

gravings and other works of art
which Americans have been tin- '

able to purchase and bring home
with them are now accorded free¬
dom of exportation, but the French
government reeerves to itself the
right to buy any object exposed
for sale If It so desires. Thus the
French museums are protected.
The new law marks the triumph

of eighteen months' endeavor by
ICdouard Jonas, president of /the
Syndicate of Curiosities and Fine
Arts, powerfully aided by Duvaon
Brothers. Jacques Seligman and
other large American dealers.

CRIPPLING US IN NAVAL BASES MAY WRECK ARMS PARLEY,
SAYS EXPERTWHO POINTS OUT GREATEST FLAW INCONFERENCE

AMERICAN FLEET PUT
AT GREAT HANDICAP
BY ISOLATED STATIONS

Capl George A. Scbreiner Insists British and
Japanese Fleets Arc Always Within Sailing
distances of Their Pacific Stations.Coast
Artillery That Could Not Convert Any Point
Into Naval Base In Three Weeks 9s Useless.

By Oapt. (too. A. Schreiner.

BEING a most complacent
croup of gentlemen, the
American delegation to the

Washington Conference had by
Dsosmber 16 accepted the following
eondltlona regarding naval baaea
In the Pacific:

"It la agreed that wlti reapect
to fortification* and naval bases,
lit the Pacific region. Including
Hongkong, the atatua quo shall
be maintained: that Is, that tntre
shall be no Increase in these fortl-
ftoatlons sad naval bases sxoept
(bat this restriction shall net apply
to lbs Hawaiian Islands. Australia,
New aaslsnd and the islands oom-

pssing Japan proper, or, of oourse,
to the coasts of tbe United States
and Caasrts. as to which tbe res¬

pective Pi»wera retain their entire

flto abvv* may be caned the pre-
gHMs to tbs preliminary agrss-
SMat rasabed la regard to capital
skip*. Tbs Japaness hsd gained
jk point la tbs retention of ths
"Mtltsu," and ths very agreeable
Ataertsaa delegation had also
gained a potnt in tndnctng tbs Oon-

ping of the naval station on Ouam.
Much fuas had been mad* about

Guam in the Conference. The
Japaneae could not aaa Why tha
United Stataa wanted that naval
baae. In tha future all «H to be
harmony between tha tour Powara
that wera about to antar Into a
League of tha Pacific. Guam,
therefore, seemed to be utterly out
of place.
Aa usual, tha Japaneae had tha

backing of their Brltiab friends.
However, it did occur to tha
American delegation finally that
acrapping Guam might be consid¬
ered going a little too far. So
Gaum stayed on the map.
The question of aaval base*

may yet break tha bark of the
conference, even befere tha Son¬
ata looks at tha treattaa about to
emanate frsen the star chamber
in tha Pan-American building. I It
I* beginning te seem a little bit
nnraaaonable te Bat op such a
.talus quo aa la prepseed aim.
Great Britain haa fifteen main

naval baaea, and twenty-eight

oat thtt they form In rwlllr i
steel wall about the Japan***
home Islands. and Toklo now pro¬
pose* to Include the Inland of
Bonln In lb* ubffw.
Th* United State* hen nine navy

yards, nine naval etatione, one na
val operatln( bate and one naral
baa*; a total at twenty poiate at
which the navy may flat fuel.

Ttale may Li expressed aa . ra¬
tio of 411111. *

The British bate* encircle the
globe like a belt. The Japanese
haees are grouped very cloeely by
reaeon af the email territory they
encompa**, while the United
State* baee* are strunt over a
coastline of 11,006 mile*, and
flung a* far aa the Philippine*.
BRITAIN'S GREAT BASES.
On the road from England to

the Pacific lie for th< support ot
the British fleet of-war the follow¬
ing naval baee*. Gibraltar, Malta,
Port Said, Aden, Bombay, Madras,
Rangoon, Karachi, Calcutta. Co¬
lombo, Singapore, Hongkong, and
Wet hal-wei. Should the British
fleet decide to Sail around the
Oape of Oood Mope, It would find
protection and supplies at the fol»
lowing: Freetown (Sierra Leone),
Capetown, Zanzibar, Der-ee-Sal-
aam. and Mauritius, or eighteen
bases altogether.
The Japanese would have the

benefit Of every one of their six-
teeft home naval bases, while the
American fleet, after leaving the
Pacific coast, would depend upon
the naval base* in Hawaii, Ouam,
Cavite and Olongapo, P. I., and
Tutuila, Samoa, or five altogether.
Mattered widely apart over line*
ot communication about 9,000 miles
long.
The British fleet kolng Into the

Pacific would have a naval bnso
constantly within eaay steaming
dlatino*. The Japaas*s basse are

so close together that they can be
compared to spoke sockets in the
hub of a wheel. But the dlstancee
between the American bases- are
*o *reat aa to almoet tax to the
limit the bunker capacity of any
man-of-war.
U. ». MJCKT IIANniCAfrKD.
A defeated British or Japanese

squadron could take refuge In a

nearby naval baae, while an un¬

lucky American fleet would hare
no refuge at all with the arena of
artfon properly aelerted by the
enemy.
To say, then, that rf the odd*

are against the AmerUnut fleet In
the Pacific la putting It mildly.
Yet the American conferee* hare
already accepted a statue quo
made for them by Great Britain
and Japan, and that status quo la
to be maintained, unleaa fear of
what the I'nlted States Senate
may do should persuade the con¬
ference to revise Its plsns.
Much wiggling haa been done by

the conference in interpreting
tertne. But It is hardly poeeible
that the terma quoted can be con¬
strued Into meaning something
elee when they are examined.
There la to be ''no Increase In
these fortifications and naval
bases," says the preliminary draft.

If words have any meaning at
all, these words would mean that
the I'nlted States may not ests>
llsli even so much as anol><r
coast battery in the Phllli/me
Islands or elsewhere In the region
I deluded.
BASKS EASILY BUILT.
There has been open talk about

the conference to the effect of
Uncle Sam having abdicated In
the Paolflo. The conferees of the
lessor powers laugh about It, and
think It the only htiMorous fea¬
ture of ins parley.
MeanwMU. .Anv loan <M»-

gaUon an4 Us a*»ai ex.pert* oon-

>

eider all »ueh matters gravely,
thoroughly and with great dellber-
ateness. The American delega¬
tion haa passed under the im¬
pression that It takes years to
build coast fortifications and es¬
tablish naval bases, and that from
this angle we and the promised
status quo ar; safe.
Of course, the British and Japa¬

nese naval and artillery experts
could tell a different story. But
it is not In their interest to do so.
The naval expert* who advise

the American delegation will be
surprised to learn that any group
of military engineers and artillery
officers wdrth their salt can con¬
vert any point Into a roast forti¬
fication, or even a naval base,
In the time required to set con¬
crete.
I >AIt I >A N KL»LKH LES80X.
For their guidance, here is how

the Germans and Turks re-enforced
the "fortifications" along the Dar¬
danelles and in the waters of
Bmyrna In Asia Minor.
The British had a naval mission

in Turkey at the outbreak of the
European war. The mission was
headed by ^.dmlral Umpus, as¬

sisted by a large staff of able of¬
ficers. The mission was In charge
not only of the Turkish navy, but
of all Turkish coast fortifications
as well.
When the Turkish government

decided to enter the war on the
side of the Central Powers against
the Entente, Admiral L.lmpus and
his officers were dismissed. Be¬
fore they went they did a great
deal of damage to the Turkish
fleet by smashing all the delicate
parts of the machine^, removing
every gun sight, and what not.
In addition they put out of reach

whatever oould be carried easily
out of a coast battery.
As a crowning effort they putthe shore torpedo battery at Klll-

Idil-Bahr out of commission.

But that was not the went of
it. The British knew to a dot the
location, rang# and bore of every
gun; how much ammunition there
was, and the nature of the protect¬
ing works.
The Germans then had their
hands full when thefr took over
the coast defense system of the
Dardanelles. Turkey lacked runs
and other materials needed to
make a strictly "modern'* jbb of
the neceesary rearming. '

The British and French fleets
made their first demonstration
against Sid-U-Bahr and Kum Kale
on November SO, a few days after
Tufkey bad gone to war. The Ai
Ilea did not feel like risking many
ships. They took good care to stsv
out of range of the coast guns, and
after a few hours" work withdrew,
though not without causing a

mag*slne to blow up In Sld-ll-Bah".
Feverish activity set In at the

Dardanelles. First of all most of
the heavy pieces, tS-centldMMr .

guns, were shifted to Other |M*#ee
DECREPIT DEFENSES.
However, that did not lmgr«Ms

anything In a very thorough ir in¬

ner. The oid emplacements ha<t to
be used. Most of them had I* > u
laid down In 1835. They consist -.1
of a stone barbette, upon whloh tl j

guns were mounted, casemate*
under the epaulpments. in whloli
the ammunition' wan stored, and
ths parapet In front.
The walls were of native lime-

stons and to protect the battery
a thick rampart, or parapet, was

laid In frcnt of the guns and over

the casemate roof. There was no

other protection, the entire bar-
betts being under the open sky.
Such wers the batteries that met

the fire of the Allied armada on

March It, 191ft, consisting of
eighteen line-ships and ths super-
dreadnought-crnlser "Queen Elisa¬
beth." Bat when the saa sank
sa that fateful dag, Km Frft had

knt the "BootM," end the British,
the "Irresistible" and "Ocean,"
while the "Queen Elizabeth" «m
ready to go to Malta, and was

followed then three day* fatter, WV
a whole (lock of crippled British
and French Hne-nhlps.
The fact la that the Germans

and Turku duplicated every coast
battery along the Dardanelles in
less than three weeks. This Is
no mere theory. It was don*.
FORT ROSE LIKE MAGIC.
The Site of "Fort" Dardanoe

was nothing but a bare hilltop
when the British naval mission
left Turkey.
Admiral L'sedom Pashe and

Martens Pasha decided to strength¬
en the Dardanelles defenses With
a battery put there. The fire
field was excellent and the Ana-
tolls i shore did not have batteries
sayway. The first problem was
to get the guns.
Karly In August the smalt Ger¬

man cruiser BreSlau and the bat¬
tle orulser Ooeben had sought
Kfnge In the Dardanelles, being
lard preesed by the allied fleet.
.A# -. man-of-war the Breslau was
¦ot et tuuoh value, so her guns
went lo arm "Fort Dardanoe."
FLMftMP » IN 8 WEBKN.
The fot' was completed In less

thoa tbr»* weeks. A concrete
Wfettte »ts put down even with
ihe ground ot the hilltop. Upon
this iho live 15-centlmeter guns
:it the *tre»;\u were est. No par-
I*pet wit* ei t oted. The guns were
protect*" k) armor of half-turret
»hai>e ai>d it ere set far apart to
trlvt elee'tMiin for the Shells of
tne silled thip.

naei- 01 the guns a communi¬
ons.<m tmth is dug and rein-
fo *. <1 by htavy timbering. At
thi iioth ei 1 of the treach was
the »i«g*r,*o while ot the eouth
sad t a fire eoatroi MUka.

That was all there wu to "Fort
Dardanoe."
Throughout the entire series of

bombardments, frym February 26
to March 25. 1915. only two of
the runs were ever out of action
and then Ally for a few hour*.
SANK BRITISH SKA QVKENS.

All thin time the Tort" did
well. It sank the "Irresistible"
by literally slicing her to hits.
Her guns being small, It took
sixteen shells to do what With
large guns would hare taken at
beat four or five Rood hits.
An Interesting feature was that

the allied gunners made Dar-
danoe a special target. They
never succeeded In ranging It,
but there Is no doubt that in
time the British and French
could have shot the hill from
under the fort. The turrets
eould not be hit, becauae they
stood on the skyline.obout the
worst target a eeagolng gun
pointer can have.

It will be Interesting to see
whether In the list of this It will
be possible to preserve the status
quo In fortifications and naval
bases In the Pacific. The Idea le
too ludicrous to be entertained
so long as guns can be mode
beforehand and the other mato>
rials assembled.enough cement,
some crushed rock anad a little
sand, no plentiful along all coasts.
BASE ONLY 3 W1.KK JOB.
Thoee who know the story of

the Dardanellve campaign of Itlt
.and none know it better than

the British.must smile when they
see the American delegation
gravely coneiderlng what to do as
to naval haer* and fortifications
The roast m'l'l.y thai could

not conver i ti r« it* Into a good
naval base » ! '

u Hires weeks
ought to It- b.iotiea has tfcg


